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Chapter 1  Pythagorean Theorem I The Meaning
Tripwire Check
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What this tests: Whether the student identifies a right triangle and completes the square-root 
step.

A right triangle has legs 9 cm and 40 cm.

A student writes:

9² + 40² = 1681

and says:

“The hypotenuse is 1681 cm.”

Is the student correct?

Explain and find the correct hypotenuse.


